This study examines potential correlates of business research database access through academic libraries serving top business programs in the United States. Results indicate that greater access to research databases is related to enrollment in graduate business programs, but not to overall enrollment or status as a public or private institution.
INTRODUCTION
Electronic research databases continue to dominate and shape research practices in virtually all disciplines. 1 Even if these expensive electronic resources do not supplant print altogether, they will certainly continue to absorb a greater and greater share of the acquisitions budget of academic libraries. Nowhere is this more evident than in business research. Business researchers and practitioners have quickly grasped the value of access to, and control over, vast amounts of information. 2 As the number and size of business research databases continues to grow, however, academic libraries already dealing with alarming budgetary cutbacks are increasingly hard-pressed to provide adequate access to the research resources required by business researchers. Therefore it is critical, particularly in light of the current barren economic climate, to determine what factors may control the availability of business research databases through our academic libraries.
The purpose of this study is to test three hypotheses concerning the ability of academic libraries to supply their students with access to electronic business research databases. The first hypothesis is that private schools, perhaps due to sizable endowments, high tuitions, and greater student fees, could supply more business research databases than public schools. The second hypothesis is that schools with a large undergraduate population, thanks to the per-student fees and tuition, are able to afford more business research databases for their students. The third hypothesis is that schools with a larger enrollment in graduate business program will, due to the scholarly needs and pressures of their students and faculty, demand greater access to business research databases.
Business Online 4 and Barron's). Similarly, most of the resources included are clearly focused on the study of business, but any general research database that appeared frequently in library lists of business databases was added to the master list for this study. By this means the libraries themselves were able to dictate the master list of databases to be included in this study.
LITERATURE REVIEW

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Web sites of 116 top business programs were examined, and 114 of them offered some form of online access to the campus library. The average undergraduate enrollment at the schools selected was 15,565, while enrollment in graduate business programs averaged 630 (see Table 1 ). Of the 114 schools that offered access to library lists of resources, 58 (50.9%) were private, while 56 (49.1%) were public-yielding, quite by accident, a very nearly equal representation of private and public institutions. The schools in our study provided their campuses with an average of 36.3 business research databases. The range was wide, from a minimum of 11 to a maximum of 100.
Hypothesis 1 held that underlying differences in funding between private and public institutions would have a significant effect on the number of business databases provided. An independent-samples t-test was conducted to compare the availability of business research databases in public and private schools. There was no significant difference in the number of databases supplied by private schools ( X = 37.3, SD = 16.9) and public schools ( X = 34.7, SD the correlation between overall enrollment and number of databases provided was not statistically significant, r = .14, p = .14, while the correlation between graduate business program enrollment and number of business research databases provided was statistically significant, r = .33, p = .00. This indicates that total campus undergraduate enrollment is not related to the number of business research databases provided, but enrollment in graduate business programs is related to the number of business research databases provided.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
The purpose of the current study was to test several hypotheses concerning the reasons higher education institutions provide greater or lesser access to business research databases.
Results indicate that the ability of a campus library to supply business research databases is not related to the overall size of the campus, or to the status of the campus as a private or public institution. This outcome may help lay to rest the belief that big campuses or private institutions collectively possess extraordinary wealth used to provide their students and faculty with educational resources out of all proportion to their academic needs. The evidence does, however, provide support for the supposition that a greater enrollment in graduate business programs can drive the supply of specialized business research databases. This seems a highly encouraging finding-it indicates that the resources supplied by our academic libraries are controlled by the scholarly needs of their academic communities. The more advanced needs of business graduate students and graduate-level faculty appear, in other words, to be the motivating factors in the acquisition of more advanced scholarly resources.
The results of this study support the conclusion that academic libraries are moving in the right direction as they acquire electronic research databases to serve business programs. The supply of electronic business resources, while costly, does relate significantly to the scholarly needs of business students and researchers. Such findings cannot erase the enormous financial pressures faced by academic libraries as they struggle to supply adequate electronic business Business Online 8 resources with only skeletal budgets. They do, however, provide evidence that hard-won academic library funds are being allocated in an appropriate, targeted manner. This, in turn, may help to assure those in charge of allocating library budgets that assets yielded to academic libraries are, on the whole, being used efficiently to further the academic missions of our higher education institutions.
Further research is needed to expand our understanding of the dynamics of access to electronic resources. Do changes in funding to the institution, for example, relate directly to changes in access to research materials, or is the relationship mediated by such factors as size of the institution, or the number of terminal degree programs? It would also be helpful to examine the effect of alternative methods of acquiring academic materials (e.g., open access and "payper-view" systems) on the availability of materials to students and faculty-in both short and long terms. The financial challenges facing academic libraries will always be with us, but a deeper knowledge of the forces that affect access to academic research materials can only help us deal with them more effectively. 
